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Information

When I took my first steps as a graphic 
designer, sans-serif humanist fonts were all 
the rage. They were everywhere. As if there 
were no other fonts. A few years later, they 
disappeared completely from my radar - until 
the design of Nylo. The family is a tribute to my 
time as a young designer and at the same time 
tries to give this impressive genre the attention 
it deserves. Hello, nineties!
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Specimen Mixcase

Underestimated
Multiprocessors
Sensationalism
Massproduced
Importunately
Encyclopaedic
Communicate
Extinguishers
Rhinoceroses
Commending

Macromolecular
Overcomplexity
Metaphorically
Waterproofing
Battlegrounds
Abbreviations
Gratifications
Electronically
Percussionist
Contaminant

S.RB Nylo
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Specimen Uppercase

PHYSIOLOGICAL
AESTHETICALLY
SUCCESSFULLY
MISSIONARIES
PERMANENCY
OVERCOMING
MONOMANIA
PASSAGEWAY
COEXISTENCE
MONOPLANE

PATRONISATION
BODYBUILDING
UNPROFITABLE
MARIONETTES
OVERWRITING
INTEMPERATE
COMMERCIAL
SUBSTANTIAL
HIERARCHIES
MASTERSHIP
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Family

Thin Italic
ExtraLight Italic

Light Italic
Regular Italic

Medium Italic
SemiBold Italic

Bold Italic
ExtraBold Italic

Black Italic
Heavy Italic

Aa

Overview
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Styles Thin

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 aaabcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Thin Italic

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 abcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles ExtraLight

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 aaabcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles ExtraLight Italic

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 abcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Light

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 aaabcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Light Italic

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 abcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Regular

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 aaabcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Regular Italic

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 abcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Medium

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 aaabcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789



S.RB Nylo

3938

Styles Medium Italic

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 abcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles SemiBold

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 aaabcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles SemiBold Italic

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 abcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Bold

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 aaabcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Bold Italic

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 abcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles ExtraBold

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 aaabcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles ExtraBold Italic

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 abcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Black

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 aaabcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Black Italic

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 abcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Heavy

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 aaabcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Styles Heavy Italic

Earth is the
third planet
from the
Sun.

43/44 pt

22/25 pt Earth is the third planet
from the Sun and the
only astronomical object
known to harbor life.

12/15 pt Earth is the third planet from the Sun and
the only astronomical object known to
harbor life. While large volumes of water
can be found throughout the Solar System,
only Earth sustains liquid surface water.
About 71% of Earth’s surface is made up of
the ocean, dwarfing Earth’s polar ice, lakes,
and rivers. The remaining 29% of Earth’s
surface is land, consisting of continents

	 ABCDEG
HIJKLMMNO
PQRSTUV
WXYZ
	 abcdef
gghijkllmnopq
rsttuvwxyyz
	 01234
56789
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Alternates

Maglite
Maglite
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Alternates

Capitulation
Capitulation

Alternate a, t

Alternate M, a, g, l

Marginalien
Marginalien

Alternate l, t, a

Alternates 
Alternates

Achtelfinalist
Achtelfinalist

Alternate t, l

Alternate y, g, t

Gynecologist
Gynecologist

Alternate &, l

John & Paul
John & Paul

. . ..

. . .

. . .

. . .

. . .

. . .

. .

..

. .

..

. .

..

.
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.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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Languages

Abenaki
Afaan Oromo
Afar
Afrikaans
Albanian
Alsatian
Amis
Anuta
Aragonese
Aranese
Aromanian
Arrernte
Arvanitic
Asturian
Atayal
Aymara
Bashkir
Basque
Bemba
Bikol
Bislama
Bosnian
Breton
Cape Verdean
Catalan
Cebuano
Chamorro
Chavacano
Chichewa
Chickasaw
Cimbrian
Cofan
Corsican
Creek
Crimean Tatar
Croatian
Czech

A

B

C

Danish
Dawan
Delaware
Dholuo
Drehu
Dutch
English
Estonian
Faroese
Fijian
Filipino
Finnish
Folkspraak
French
Frisian
Friulian
Gagauz
Galician
Ganda
Genoese
German
Gooniyandi
Greenlandic
Guadeloupean
Gwichin
Haitian Creole
Han
Hawaiian
Hiligaynon
Hopi
Hotcak
Hungarian
Icelandic
Ido
Ilocano
Indonesian
Interglossa

E

F

G

H

I

Interlingua
Irish
Istroromanian
Italian
Jamaican
Javanese
Jerriais
Kala Lagaw Ya
Kapampangan
Kaqchikel
Karakalpak
Karelian
Kashubian
Kikongo
Kinyarwanda
Kiribati
Kirundi
Klingon
Ladin
Latin
Latino Sine
Latvian
Lithuanian
Lojban
Lombard
Low Saxon
Luxembourgish
Maasai
Makhuwa
Malay
Maltese
Manx
Maori
Marquesan
Meglenoro-
manian
Meriam Mir

K

L

M

Mohawk
Moldovan
Montagnais
Montenegrin
Murrinhpatha
Nagamese 
Creole
Ndebele
Neapolitan
Ngiyambaa
Niuean
Noongar
Norwegian
Novial
Occidental
Occitan
Oshiwambo
Ossetian
Palauan
Papiamento
Piedmontese
Polish
Portuguese
Potawatomi
Qeqchi
Quechua
Rarotongan
Romanian
Romansh
Rotokas
Sami Inari
Sami Lule
Sami Northern
Sami Southern
Samoan
Sango
Saramaccan

O

P

Q

R

S

Sardinian
Scottish Gaelic
Serbian
Seri
Seychellois
Shawnee
Shona
Sicilian
Silesian
Slovak
Slovenian
Slovio
Somali
Sorbian Lower
Sorbian Upper
Sotho Northern
Sotho Southern
Spanish
Sranan
Sundanese
Swahili
Swazi
Swedish
Tagalog
Tahitian
Tetum
Tok Pisin
Tokelauan
Tongan
Tshiluba
Tsonga
Tswana
Tumbuka
Turkish
Turkmen
Tuvaluan
Tzotzil

T

Ukrainian
Uzbek
Venetian
Vepsian
Volapuk
Voro
Wallisian
Walloon
Waraywaray
Warlpiri
Wayuu
Welsh
Wikmungkan
Wiradjuri
Wolof
Xhosa
Yapese
Yindjibarndi
Zapotec
Zulu
Zuni

U

V

W

X
Y
Y

Z

LA
NG
UA
GE
S
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Languages

MÜŁŤĪĽ
ÌÑĞŰÅĹ
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Currency, Symbols and Math

$¢€ƒ
₺₹£¥
&§@
©℗#

+−×÷
=≠><
≥≤±
≈~^
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Punctuation

.,:;!?*(){}
[]„“”«»"'
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Arrows and Geometric Symbols

○

□

●

■

◐

◧

◖

▮

▷

◁

▶

◀

▽

△

▲

▼

←

→

↖

↘

↑

↓

↗

↙

←

→

↖

↘

↑

↓

↗

↙
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Off On

¿¡HOLA?!
{[(CASE)]}

Case sensitives ¿¡HOLA?!
{[(CASE)]}

$12,949.01Tabular numbers $12,949.01

$12,949.01Oldstyle numbers $12,949.01

Note1Superior Note1

H2OInferior H2O

1oa primoOrdinals 1oª primo

Opentype FeaturesS.RB Nylo

74

AvailablityAlternate a Availablity

Off On

AvailablityAlternate a w/t tail Availablity

UnpluggingAlternate g Unplugging

MatterhornAlternate t Matterhorn

IllustratorAlternate l Illustrator

SynonymyAlternate y Synonymy

MAßE, ->Contextual alts MAßE, →

MINIMUMAlternate M MINIMUM

Pull&BearAlternate Ampersand Pull&Bear

→ Here ←Alternate Arrows → Here ←

1/2 kgFractions 1/2 kg

7574
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Glyphs Overview

Á Ă Ǎ Â Ä À Ā

Ą Å Ã Æ Ć Č

Ç Ċ Ð Ď Đ É

Ě Ê Ë Ė È Ē Ę

Ğ Ģ Ġ Ħ Í

Î Ï İ Ì Ī Į

Ķ Ĺ Ľ Ļ Ł

Ń Ň Ņ Ŋ Ñ Ó Ô

Ö Ò Ő Ō Ø Õ Œ

Þ Ŕ Ř Ŗ Ś

Š Ş Ș ẞ Ŧ Ť Ţ

Ț Ú Û Ü Ù Ű Ū

Ų Ů Ẃ Ŵ Ẅ Ẁ

Ý Ŷ Ÿ Ỳ

A

B C

D E

F

G H I

J K

L M N

O

P

Q R S

T

U

V W

X Y Z Ź

Ž Ż

Uppercase Uppercase Alternates

M

S.RB Nylo

7776
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Glyphs Overview

á ă â ä à ā ą

å ã æ ć č ç

ċ ð ď đ é ě

ê ë ė è ē ę

ğ ģ ġ ħ ı í

î ï ì ī į ȷ

ķ ĺ ľ ļ ł

ń ň ņ ŋ ñ ó ô

ö ò ő ō ø õ œ

þ ŕ ř ŗ ś

š ş ș ß ŧ ť ţ

ț ú û ü ù ű ū

ų ů ẃ ŵ ẅ ẁ

ý ŷ ÿ ỳ ź

ž ż

Lowercase

ā ą å ã

Lowercase Alternates

á ă â ä à ā ą

å ã

a

b c

d e

f g

h i

j k

l m n

o

p

q r s

t

u

v w

x y z

à

a

a á ă â ä

g ğ ģ ġ

l ĺ ľ ļ ł t ŧ ť

ţ ț y ý ŷ ÿ ỳ

Glyphs OverviewS.RB Nylo
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Glyphs Overview

fi fj 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 0 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 0 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 0 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 ⁄ ⅓ ⅔ ⅕

⅖ ⅗ ⅘ ⅙ ⅚ ⅛ ⅜ ⅝

⅞

Ligatures Numbers

ª º ª

Ordinals

fl

Glyphs OverviewS.RB Nylo
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Glyphs Overview

¢ ¤ $ € ƒ ₺ ₹ £

¥ ¢ ¤ $ € ƒ ₺ ₹

£ ¥ + − × ÷ = ≠

> < ≥ ≤ ± ≈ ~ ^

% ‰ + − × ÷ = ≠

> < ≥ ≤ ± ≈ ~ ^

↑ ↗ → ↘ ↓ ↙ ← ↖

↔ ↑ ↗ → ↘ ↓ ↙ ←

↖ ↔ ● ○ ◐ ◖ ◆ ◇

◊ ▮ ■ □ ◧ ▲ ▶ ▼

◀ △ ▷ ▽ ◁ ▴ ▸ ▾

◂ ★ ♥ ✓ ✕ @ & ¶

§ © ® ℗ ™ ° | ¦

† ‡ № ℮ @ | ¦ ™

Symbols

. , : ; … ! ¡ ?

¿ · • * # / \ ¡

¿ · • / \ ( ) {

} [ ] ( ) { } [

] - – — _ - – —

‚ „ “ ” ‘ ’ « »

‹ › " ' « » ‹ ›

Punctuations

™ &

S.RB Nylo
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550, 646

470, 497

545, 351
381,  355

371,  537

288, 545

288, 448

288, 260

196,  35532,  358

171,  182

299, 165

283, 105 385, 105

566, -32

313,  710

341,  -4242,  -4
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MARKET HISTORY
 
	 In 1983, just a year after the 

introduction of the Compact Disc, Kees 

Schouhamer Immink and Joseph Braat 

presented the first experiments with 

erasable magneto-optical Compact Discs 

during the 73rd AES Convention in Eind-

hoven.It took almost 10 years, however, 

before their idea was commercialized.

	 Sony’s MiniDisc was one of 

two rival digital systems, both introduced 

in 1992, that were targeted as replace-

ments for the Philips Compact Cassette 

analog audio tape system: the other was 

the Digital Compact Cassette (DCC), 

created by Philips and Matsushita (now 

Panasonic). Sony had originally intended 

the Digital Audio Tape (DAT) to be the 

dominant home digital audio recording 

format, replacing the analog cassette. 

Because of technical delays, the DAT was 

not launched until 1989, and by then the 

U.S. dollar had fallen so far against the 

yen that the introductory DAT machine 

Sony had intended to market for about 

$400 in the late 1980s now had to retail 

for $800 or even $1000 to break even, 

putting it out of reach of most users.

MINI
– DISC

(MD)

Layouts
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	 The disc is permanently 

housed in a cartridge (68×72×5 mm) 

with a sliding door, similar to the cas-

ing of a 3.5" floppy disk. This shutter is 

opened automatically by a mechanism 

upon insertion into a drive. MiniDiscs 

can either be recordable (blank) or pre-

mastered. Recordable MiniDiscs use a 

magneto-optical system to write data: 

a laser below the disc heats a spot to its 

Curie point, making the material in the 

disc susceptible to a magnetic field. A 

magnetic head above the disc then alters 

the polarity of the heated area, recording 

the digital data onto the disk. Playback is 

accomplished with the laser alone: taking 

advantage of the magneto-optic Kerr ef-

fect, the player senses the polarization of 

the reflected light and thus interprets a 1 

or a 0. Recordable MDs can be rerecorded 

repeatedly, with Sony claiming up to one 

million times. By May 2005, there were 

60-minute, 74-minute and 80-minute 

discs available. 60-minute blanks, which 

were widely available in the early years of 

the format's introduction, were phased 

out and are now rarely seen.
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SPACE 
REDEFINED

101

One of the most elegant address-

es in the city elevates living to the 

art of established connoisseur-

ship. Nestled in a neighborhood 

that has always appreciated the 

fine arts, the building becomes a 

muse of finest materials and 

highest quality.

The Building brilliantly blends in 

with the existing development. 

The architecture reflects the 

neighborhood and its history. 

The façade, structured by col-

umn-framed balconies and the 

flanking loggias with floor-length 

windows, highlights the classy 

appeal. The natural stone façade 

of the base — in concert with the 

fine plaster façade of the upper 

floors — completes the overall 

architectural impression.
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